
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.            
                                      *Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE                 Prelude, Fugue and Chaconne                   Buxtehude  

* HYMN 142           All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!              Coronation 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 19:7-9): 

Leader: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; 

People: The decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple; 

Leader: The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 

People: The commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening  
 the eyes; 

Leader: The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; 

People: The ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 

INTROIT            Hal Hopson 

O come and worship the Lord; Bow down to him in praise; for holy is the Lord; Holy, 
holy, holy. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

(Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)                  

MINUTE FOR PEACEMAKING                       Joan VanAlstyne Johnson 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                        Lauren Bigler and Elizabeth Palo 

CALL TO CONFESSION     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord, you said to your apostles, "Peace I leave with you, my peace  
I give you."  Forgive our lack of faith in your word and your 
purposes.  Pardon our meek acceptance that war and hunger are 
inevitable and peace is unattainable.  Teach us, O Lord, that 
nothing we fear in this world should ever overpower our trust in 
you.  Give us such confidence in your love and your care that we 
can live as you taught us even in the midst of powers that would 
threaten to undo us.  May we live as a people marked by justice, 
vision, and hope.  For it is your own Holy Spirit working in us  
to bring about your sovereign reign of love in this time and this 
place.  We pray this in your holy name. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 
 through despair, life breaks through death. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
 Thanks be to God!  Amen. 



 

 

  

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end.  Amen, Amen.   

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has 
 opened his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)           

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

 + Children and Youth leave for their Church School Classes. + 

* HYMN 419            How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord                   Repton 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON                        Psalm 124 

ANTHEM                  Lift Thine Eyes (from “Elijah”)                   Mendelssohn 

Lift thine eyes, O lift thine eyes to the mountains from whence cometh thy help. Thy 
help cometh from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. He hath said, thy food 
shall not be moved. Thy Keeper will never slumber. 

SECOND LESSON                Mark 9:38-50 

SERMON                                “Plain Talk”             Rev. Richard S. Hong 



  

 

OFFERTORY                        God Is Love                       Andrew Carter 

God is Love, let heaven adore him; God is Love, let earth rejoice; 
let creation sing before him and exalt him with one voice. 
God who laid the earth's foundation, God who spread the heavens above, 
God who breathes through all creation: God is Love, eternal Love. 
  

God is Love; and love enfolds us, all the world in one embrace: 
with unfailing grasp God holds us, every child of every race. 
And when human hearts are breaking under sorrow's iron rod, 
then we find that self-same aching deep within the heart of God. 
  

God is Love; and though with blindness sin afflicts all human life, 
God's eternal loving kindness guides us through our earthly strife. 
Sin and death and hell shall never o'er us final triumph gain; 
God is Love, so Love forever o'er the universe must reign. 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                    Old Hundredth 
 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine  
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 408      Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life           Germany 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE                              Fanfare                               Lemmens  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

 *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Psalm 124 (NRSV) 
1If it had not been the LORD who was on our side—let Israel now say— 
2if it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when our enemies 
attacked us, 
3then they would have swallowed us up alive, when their anger was 
kindled against us; 
4then the flood would have swept us away, the torrent would have gone 
over us; 
5then over us would have gone the raging waters. 
6Blessed be the LORD, who has not given us as prey to their teeth. 
7We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is 
broken, and we have escaped. 
8Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
 

Mark 9:38-50 (NRSV) 

 38John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out 
demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not 
following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does  
a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of 
me. 40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever 
gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ 
will by no means lose the reward. 
 42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little 
ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone 
were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If your 
hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life 
maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable 
fire. 45And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for 
you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 
47And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you  
to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and  
to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire is 
never quenched. 
 49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt 
has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and 
be at peace with one another.” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 




